This is our last issue of the year
as we don’t print during exam week or the summer.
Inside this issue, check out our Graduation Guide, and don’t
forget to pick up our Exam Survival Packet on Monday.
It’s been a pleasure serving JMU and the Harrisonburg
community, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday,

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

T-Showers n 75°/ 45°
chance of precipitation: 70%

Aug. 27. Stay posted all summer for breaking news at

Vol. 88, No. 53
Thursday, April 26, 2012

breezejmu.org.

2011-2012
A Year in Review

1
PAUL JONES / THE BREEZE

2

3

RYAN FREELAND / THE BREEZE

4

PAUL JONES / THE BREEZE

5

PAUL JONES / THE BREEZE

6

ROBERT BOAG / THE BREEZE

>> See more photos from the 2011-2012 academic year at
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1. BRIDGEFORTH STADIUM opened for the 2011 football season after construction that began in 2009. Renovations included an addition of 10,000 seats
and a club level. 2. WOMEN’S BASKETBALL was snubbed a National Collegiate Athletics Association tournament bid, but defeated five teams to play in the
championship game of the Women’s National Invitation Tournament. 3. JON ALGER was elected JMU’s sixth president in January. He will begin this July.
4. WEIRD WEATHER sweeps the Shenandoah Valley, with 5 inches of snow coating Harrisonburg right before Halloween. It was the first measurable snowfall in
October since 1979. 5. EARL WOTFORD celebrates the Dukes’ Homecoming win against the University of Richmond. The team went on to an 8-4 season and an
appearance in the second round of the NCAA Division I playoffs. 6. A MAKESHIFT MEMORIAL was assembled in the wake of a bus accident that killed freshman

Jane Hwang in November. The next day, more than 3,000 people attended a vigil to remember the seven community members who died over the 2011-2012 school year.
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news
Ganging up on gangs

Anti-drug groups
work to prevent youth
gang involvement.

5

opinion
Take a hint

Maybe common sense
isn’t so common after
all. A graduating student
provides some JMU lessons.
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life
Fresh flowers

On-campus gardens offer
sustainability and herbs
for dining facilities.

9

sports
Baseball falls flat

The Dukes lose their
14th non-conference
game to Liberty, 12-1.
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Begin the year auspiciously by
reviewing wellness practices like
diet, exercise and meditation. Add
a daily dose of outdoor walking to
replenish your soul and feed your
heart. Include friends. Stay young
by keeping your mind busy with
curiosity. Don’t be afraid to ask why.
And have fun!

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
The day promises
to bring you many surprises, for
the good and for the bad.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)
A new assignment
brings in new
revenue, and the temptation to
spend it all could arise. Save
some for repairs.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Work on the chores
that you’ve been
avoiding but that you know
you really ought to complete.
Research the pros and cons.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)
You’re stronger
and more
confident. Meditate on the value
of compassion. Come up with a
new future vision.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Work out strategy
with someone
whose opinion you value. Logic
is only one side. Clarify things by
listing the facts.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)
Follow through on
details for the next
few days. Be sensitive to a loved
one’s wishes. Invent a new story.
It’s important to show you care.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
When it rains,
it pours. Make
the most out of publicity. Add
efficiency to your work to
withstand any storm.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Things are getting
fun. Friends want
you to play almost all the time
these days. The invitation says
“dressy.”

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
Find a quiet place
to complete your
projects where you’re less likely
to be disturbed.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Stay attentive, as
new opportunities
are worth listening to. Choose
wisely. Tune out the static. You
and a partner can win.
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Mitt Romney
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vice president
McClatchy Newspapers
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ARIES
(March 21-April 20)
The forseeable
future is good for
making changes at
home. Set juicy goals for yourself.
Pull together as a team.
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IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)
All of a sudden,
everything starts
making sense. Old puzzles get
solved.
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WASHINGTON — Mitt
Romney has begun
searching for a vice presidential r unning mate
— in his usual methodical,
close-to-the-vest style.
While the logical big
names are being tossed
a b o u t — Fl o r i d a S e n .
Marco Rubio, Ohio Sen.
Rob Portman and Wisconsin Rep. Paul Ryan,
— it’s all speculation at
this point. No decision
is close. But how Romney goes about making
this big decision will offer

Follow us
@TheBreezeJMU.

Madison
Munchies

insights into how he’d run
his presidency.
Romney, the presumptive Republican
presidential nominee, is
a veteran financial executive and was the governor
of Massachusetts from
 to . Throughout
his career, he’s displayed
two consistent characteristics: He’s very analytical,
and he’s very careful.
“He’s not a gambler.
I presume he’s going to
make a safe choice,” said
Timothy Walch, an expert
on the vice presidential
s ele ction pro cess and
director emeritus of the
Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum
in Iowa.
Beth Myers, Romney’s
gubernator ial chief of
staff and the campaign

manager for his unsuccessful  nomination
bid, is heading the search.
“I think he chose me
because I know what is
important to him in his
decision-making she
said in an email.We have
worked together for a long
time, and I think he felt
comfortable in the way I
would present the information to him.”
Myers would offer no
clues about the process.
“ My j o b i s t o p u t a l l
of the information on
the table, so he can
make his ow n decision,”
s h e s a i d . “ G o v. R o m ney will want someone
who can step in and
lead, should that be
re q u i re d , a n d s o m e o n e
who is a good fit with
h i m p e r s o na l l y .”

Down-Home Cooking
Chicken, beef, seafood and more
Exit 264 off Interstate 81, New Market
555-1212, www.johnny.org

Coffeehouse and Cocktail Lounge

Featuring 20 types of cocktails!
47 West Court Square, Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.artfuldodger.org

Harrisonburg’s Best Ice Cream

New flavors every week
58 E. Wolfe St., Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.klinesdairybar.com

Reach our local, affluent
student
YOURand faculty readers
BUSINESS
with our affordable
INFORMATION
advertising package.

28- ad package:
$504 YOUR
PER SEMESTER
BUSINESS
INFORMATION
Each ad is 1 inch by 3.264 inches wide.
Ad includes four lines of text (35
characters max on each line), plus your

Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Locations from New Market to Staunton
Tuesdays: All you can eat special.
555-1212, www.yummy.org

Pizza Straight from Italy

Great spot for families
123 Main Street, Harrisonburg
555-1212, www.pizza4me.org

You’ve Gotta Try Our Burgers
Harrisonburg Crossing; Winchester Mall;
Staunton Town Center
555-1212, www.fiveguys.org

Syria’s rebels
vow to fight on
McClatchy Newspapers

QUSAYR, Syria — After
more than six months of
fighting, Syria’s largest rebel
group appears to have developed into a resilient guerrilla
force.
The story of the Katiba
Farouq has been eclipsed
over the past year by news
coverage that’s remained
focused on the Syrian government’s shelling of urban
neighborhoods. But in the
months since they took
up arms in August, Farouq
fighters have discovered the
Syrian military’s weaknesses,
and despite some reversals, still appear capable of

inflicting heavy casualties
whenever the Syrian army
attempts to enter rebel-held
areas.
The rebels plan only to
gain strength.
“Now we are reorganizing
ourselves and creating a military council,” said Mohamed
Idris, who was the leader of
Farouq’s branch in Baba Amr.
What the Farouq fighters
have found is that the Syrian army, as a force built for
a potential conflict with Israel, is poorly equipped for the
type of asymmetrical combat the guerrillas engage in.
That allows the guerrillas to
inflict heavy casualties on
the military when the two
sides engage in close combat.
It is one reason the Syrian
military prefers launching
artillery attacks from long
distances.

News

HAve a great summer!
breezejmu.org

Thursday, April 26, 2012  

Editors Alison Parker & Jen Eyring Email breezenews@gmail.com

3

Taking CHARGE

HPD officer uses DARE program to address gang problem, educate local elementary schools
By Jen Eyring
The Breeze

There are currently more than 100 gang
members in Harrisonburg-Rockingham
County that are under 18, and police fear
this number is on the rise.
Middle school and early high school
students are most susceptible to gang
recruitment, according to Corporal Bryan
Horowitz, coordinator of the Combined
Harrisonburg and Rockingham Gang
Enforcement unit.
CHARGE has identified more than 750
adult gang members, from eight different
gangs, in the Harrisonburg-Rockingham
community.
“Most of the gang members we’ve interviewed began their path towards the gang
when they were between 12 and 16 years
old,” Horowitz said.
One of the gangs present in the area is
Mara Salvatrucha-13, or known as MS-13.
This gang is involved in sex trafficking, drug
distribution, rape, kidnapping and vandalism. Police label this group as one of the
most violent gangs.
In the past month, the CHARGE unit has
been investigating several crimes related to
gang violence, including drug distribution
and assault. The CHARGE force was formed
in 2005 to investigate and prosecute gangs
and gang members.
Horowitz believes it’s necessary to speak
to children at an early age and often about
gangs.
“Not only are kids exposed to gangs at
school or their neighborhood, with social
media and the Internet so prevalent, they
are exposed to more gang related messages

Courtesy of Mike Gangloff

Harrisonburg police officer Mike Gangloff (top right) traveled to Bahrain in January to educate police officers about teaching the Drug Abuse
Resistance and Education program to children at Middle Eastern schools. Gangloff also works with local children about gangs, drugs and violence.

more than ever before,” Horowitz said.
Jay Supko, assistant principal of Skyline
Middle School, said children are aware of
gangs from a very young age, even if they
aren’t directly involved in them.
“Kids are aware of gangs,” Supko said.
“They write [MS-13] on a homework assignment, they know what it means, they know
about gangs.”

Are you citizen
material?

To counteract these influences, Mike
Gangloff, a member of the Drug Abuse
Resistance Education program and a
JMU ’97 graduate, visits local elementary
schools to talk to students.
“It gets kids thinking before they get to
middle school about how to make good
choices and why they might be making
those choices,” said Ann Conners, principal

of Spotswood Elementary School.
Over the course of 10 weeks, Gangloff,
an HPD officer, visits fourth graders and
provides 45-minute lessons about these
issues.
Making good choices is one of the main
messages of Gangloff ’s presentation.
see gang, page 4

Degree disappointment

Seniors to graduate with diplomas but may end up with empty pockets
By Sean byrne
The Breeze

Christa Brown is graduating from
JMU with two majors, three minors,
experience as an OPA and the ability
to speak two languages — but with
no job.
An Associated Press article published Monday found that nearly
half of new college graduates are
either jobless or underemployed.
For graduates, underemployment
means they aren’t doing work that
makes full use of their skills and
abilities.
“We are told getting an undergrad
degree is very important, but based
on that statistic that one out of two of
us aren’t getting a job isn’t comforting,” said Aaron Robinson, a senior
psychology major.
According to the article, job
opportunities for those with Bachelor’s degrees declined to the lowest
number in more than a decade.
Many are forced into unskilled labor,
such as waiting tables, bartenders,
clerks and receptionists, that only
require a high-school degree at the
least.
Architecture, arts, humanities and
social sciences are the top four least
employable majors because some
potential employers questioned the

value of these majors, the article
found. Health sciences, education,
journalism and business are among
the most employable.
Denise Meadows, assistant
director of employer relations and
recruiting services, has also recently seen the same trend.
“In terms for us and the job market, in our work with employees and
them coming here to recruit and
seek out our students, we definitely did see a change in that activity
around 2008 and 2009, when everything started taking a downturn,”
Meadows said.
With almost 1.7 million students
gaining a Bachelor’s degree this year,
the job market promises to be competitive, according to the article.
“I haven’t had much luck,” Robinson said. “I’ve had one interview.”
The article said students have
pursued graduate school because
they’ve had difficulty finding work
at their current skill level.
According to Meadows, though,
JMU students, specifically, may have
an advantage.
Meadows said for the past two
years, JMU has increased its efforts
to help graduates prepare for the
business world, including the
sharing of job opportunities and
résumé- building workshops.

Recruit-A-Duke is one of the
ways the university has helped students feel a little better about the job
market.
As JMU’s personalized online
job forum, employers post position
openings that they hope JMU students will fulfill.
“There are a lot of good opportunities that we see come through our
system,” Meadows said. “We have
around 1,200 registered employers.”
Meadows added that not enough
students are taking advantage of
connections Recruit-A-Duke offers.
“Our struggle is not on the
employer side but JMU students
responding to the opportunities that
employers have available,” Meadows
said. It’s “students not responding,
not applying to jobs, employers not
seeing the number of applicants
from JMU that they would like to
see, not seeing the variety.”
Meadows said students need to
take advantage of this opportunity
because they aren’t competing for
these jobs with the entire country,
just JMU.
“What our students and graduates
need to realize [is] that if [employers] posted on our system, they have
an interest in JMU,” Meadows said.
see Jobs, page 4

Laura wilkins / the breeze

Quiz shows weak U.S. knowledge among students
By Natalie Lauri and
Joey Schoen
contributing writers

Do you know who the vice president
of the United States is?
If you’re like the eight JMU students
out of the 35 who were randomly quizzed
on U.S. citizenship, the answer is no.
“I have a feeling this is gonna make
me feel like a really s---ty American,”
one of the students said while given the
10-question quiz.
One junior computer science major
answered, “I don’t know, some old white
guy?”
Technically correct, but the answer is
Joe Biden.
Students who fared best on the quiz
were political science and history
majors.
The average score was 70 percent.
The quiz was given in a variety of locations on campus, with students at UREC
having the highest average score of 80
percent.
The most commonly missed question
was the number of members in the House
of Representatives. More than two-thirds
of the students didn’t know there are 435
members. Answers ranged from “50 …
one for each state” to “a lot.” Six students
mixed up the number of senators with

the number of representatives.
Half of the students also didn’t know
that it’s Congress that can declare war,
not the president.
When asked how many Cabinet
departments they can name, State,
Defense and Homeland Security were
the most common, and many of the 15
departments weren’t named at all. Four
said they could name “a lot,” but then
didn’t.
Responses included: “I’m already
embarrassed,” “I swear, I used to know
this stuff!” and “Can I phone a friend?”
One student was surprised that she
correctly named the third person in the
line of succession to the presidency:
Speaker of the House.
“I think I watched a lot of ‘NCIS’ for
that one,” said the freshman interdisciplinary studies major.
One student who scored an 80 percent
said teachers should try more effective
strategies to help students retain this
kind of knowledge.
“My high school government
teacher was psycho,” said the
junior ISAT major. “She’d pour tea
on your head if you fell asleep.”
Contact Natalie Lauri and
Joey Schoen at breezenews@
gmail.com.

Party for elephants

Sean Cassidy / the breeze

Hugo is one of six elephants traveling with the Cole Bros. Circus of the Stars. He ate a cake with his mother
yesterday while celebrating his first birthday. The circus is located on the Rockingham County Fairgrounds, and
the show ends today, with performances at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Adult tickets are $19.
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Gang |Police to
increase education in
local middle schools
from page 3

Laura Wilkins / The Breeze

Crime on Devon Lane has picked up since the end of March, possibly because the school year is coming to an end, according to police. During the
same time frame in 2011, there were only six reported crimes in the Devon Lane area. Even though crime has risen, the crimes committed have
remained the same. The most common are breaking and entering, theft, property damage and simple or aggrivated assault, according to police.

Jobs | Connections with future employers key
from page 3

“They know JMU, they hire
from JMU, they have JMU grads
there, and they want more.”
Brown hopes that her broad
studies will help her in the
search and make her more
attractive when applying for
jobs.
“I am happy that I took on
a double major in political
science and German,” Brown
said. “It gave me more options

to branch out. There are so
many jobs political scientists
can take on, such as becoming
a librarian, a political analyst
[or] statistician, a foreign language teacher, etc.”
Robinson believes that making strong connections with
future employers is a large part
of the process.
“When it comes down to
it, it’s sending your résumé
out there and networking,”
Robinson said. “Eventually,

hopefully, you’re sitting on a
chair and someone is paying
you for doing a job.”
Rachel Ramsey already has a
job lined up. After graduation
she will become a web editor
for Technology Marketing Corporation, based in Norwalk, CT.
“It’s not my dream job, but
at least it’s current and changing all the time,” said Ramsey,
a senior SMAD major. “I’m
lucky that I’m writing for the
web. That’s not going anywhere

anytime soon.”
Meadows encourages students to stay open-minded
while looking for jobs.
Job searching “will require
the candidate to be flexibile on
their part,” Meadows said. “It
may not be the ultimate opportunity, or the exact geographic
region or the exact field, but
they have to see the potential.”
Contact Sean Byrne at
byrnese@dukes.jmu.edu.

News still happens
over the summer. Tell us about it.
Email breezenews@gmail.com.

johnson, i’m going to need a ginger
glazed salmon wrap on my desk

RIGHT MEOW.

saladcreations

share some goodness.

“That’s what it comes
down to in your life,” Gangloff said. “A split-second
choice can affect your
future, no matter what the
problem is. Think about
your future, think about
your choice, think about
who cares about you.”
Gangloff recently traveled to Bahrain in the
Middle East to share this
message with police officers there. He teamed up
with five other officers
from Virginia, Tennessee,
Kansas, Louisiana and
Maryland to help 27 Bahrain officers learn how to
teach DARE to children.
They went at the end of
January and spent more
than two weeks training
these officers.
Gangloff said Bahrain
doesn’t have the same
drug and alcohol problems
the U.S. does, but that it’s
facing gang-related issues.
“I think they’re trying to
prevent a problem before it
happens, but also it gives
the police a really good
avenue to develop good,
safe communities,” Gangloff said.
Elizabeth Hutchens,
assistant director of the
Harrisonburg Rockingham
Department of Social Services, agrees that having an
involved community is the
first step in prevention.
“Recognize the at-risk
youth and find an individual or a group who they
can identify with to connect them to some positive
activity,” Hutchens said.
Lynn Sprouse, principal
of Stone Spring Elementary school, said that this
is especially important
because children who
feel alone are the ones
most susceptible to gang
recruitment.

“That’s what gangs prey
on,” Sprouse said. “They
prey on kids that are just
kind of isolated and don’t
have a good support system at home.”
That’s where CHARGE
and DARE come in.
Horowitz said that when
it comes to gang-specific
education, DARE can be
somewhat limited because
its focus is more on drug
and alcohol education. But
he and his team are working to make up for this.
“As a unit we’ve aimed
to increase our presence
in middle schools to help
pass on the truth about
gangs,” Horowitz said.
“This year we’ve conducted classes and assemblies
for hundreds of children
from fourth grade through
sixth grade, and we have
several more programs in
the works.”
Sprouse believes even
if DARE can’t fully discuss
everything students need
to be aware of, it’s still a
good resource for children.
“I do see changes in
the kids,” Sprouse said. “I
think it’s good for them,
they respect [Gangloff] as a
law officer, but he also has
relationships with our kids.
I think it’s important that
they see the police officer
as someone that can help
you.”
Gangloff said he does his
job because the children
are the answers to spreading awareness about drug,
alcohol and gang violence
resistance.
“We’re looking for the
future, trying to get the kids
young, to tell them that
we need to work together
and make safe communities,” Gangloff said.
Contact Jen Eyring
at breezenews@
gmail.com.

@TheBreezeJMU
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50% OFF
any premium wrap or salad
expires 05/15/12
540-433-1702
865 Port Republic Rd
www.saladcreations.net

Check Yourself Before
You Wreck Yourself
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BOTTLE YOUR OUTRAGE.
THEN POUR IT OUT FOR THIS PAGE NEXT FALL.
Email breezeopinion@gmail.com.

EDITOR Nick Phillips EMAIL breezeopinion@gmail.com

CONVERSATION CORNER

Seniors: Share your
favorite JMU memory in 10
words or less.
DREW RIGGLEMAN
JMU beat Tech in football
9/11/2010!
BETH COLE
The Snowpocalypse, when
ISAT hill became our own ski
slope.
KRISTIANA WALLER
When I got engaged on the
kissing rock!
@SCAN_DELOUS
Going to topdog and hearing
Betty say “thank yah Lauren.”
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Once a Duke, always a Duke
,

.
SAL BUSSA
Studying abroad in Reggio
Calabria, Italy in summer of
2011!

,

DAVID WAITER
GMUS 203 with Johnny
Foreplay
ANTHONY BOWMAN
everyone who helped make
my madison experience
amazing.

>> Join the conversation!
“Like” us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter.

.

THOMAS CARANNANTE | guest columnist

Lessons to be learned: Senior gives advice on ... well, common sense
I exited my car and approached a
parked, white Scion tC in the Zane
Showker parking deck. My polite, yet
aggressive tap on the driver’s window
startled the young woman inside. She
rolled down the window, clearly confused by what I wanted.
“So what are you doing?” I asked.
“You mean tonight?” she replied.
After all, it was a nice Friday afternoon
and the weekend was ready to begin.
“No, like right now. Why did you
walk to your car, start it and continue to sit here for the past couple of
minutes? Did you not see the  cars
behind you trying to get a spot?” I said.
OK. That actually didn’t happen.
But that’s what I envisioned happening if I were to muster up the courage
to question her instead of punching
the roof of my car.

Lesson #1: Leave your
parking spot in a swift,
orderly manner to avoid
creating a never-ending
line of cars throughout the
Showker parking deck.
I’m not trying to be rude. I’m just

DARTS

questioning the every day behaviors
that exist on campus. I understand
nobody is perfect, but I feel like we
can all change our everyday habits to
make sure people don’t disrupt others on campus.

Lesson #2: Stash your
non-JACard method of
payment in an easily
accessible pocket to
avoid the awkward wallet
search in food lines and
to subdue the soon-to-be
angry mob behind you.
Everybody knows paying with a
debit or credit card in any dining
destination is inefficient. I admit
there are times when they need to
be used. What isn’t understandable
are the people planning to use debit
or credit cards who are unprepared.
They fumble through their wallet for
what seems like eons, only to whip
out a Visa or MasterCard. The rest
of the line follows with silent sighs
of disappointment or with a quick
scamper to another cashier.

PATS

Today’s issue features only Pats in honor of National Pay-it-Forward Day.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “congrats-on-20-yearsof-keeping-us-organized”
pat to The Breeze’s retiring office
manager, whose cheerful attitude
and attention to detail will be
missed by many.
From the hundreds of students
you have worked with during your
time with us.

much-gentler” pat to the cute
guy at the RMH ER desk Sunday
night who watched as I accidently
rammed my friend in a wheelchair
into the desk.
From a woman who was flustered
by how cute you were and the fact
that she suddenly realized she wasn’t
wearing make-up.

A “rock-on-good-sir” pat to the
guy in the Chandler Hall elevator
who was apparently riding up and
down with anyone who got on,
playing a guitar and singing for the
other occupants.
From a burned-out senior who’s
not looking forward to the next two
weeks.

A “nice-rack!” pat to the
Chesapeake A resident who shared
her shower caddy with the whole
hall this year.
From a hallmate who is glad she
could rock out in the shower, without
having to buy one more thing

A “better-than-Disney-World”
pat to JMU.
From a senior graduating in
less than two weeks who does not
want to leave her happiest place on
Earth.
Ann“I-promise-I’m-normally-

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

A “thanks-for-your-hospitality”
pat to JMU for giving me the best
four years of my life.
From a senior who is ready to go
out and be the change.
A “my-heart-will-go-on” pat to
the JMU community for being the
friendliest peers and customers
these five years that I have been

Lesson #3: Regardless
of how hot you are or
your physical dominance,
waiting in line is something
everyone must do.

in between classes, there are always a
handful of people who feel the need
to reserve a seat for their backpack,
forcing others to stand and creating
discomfort for everyone. If you for
some reason are afraid of other people
biting you, remember that vampires
do not come out until after the sun is
down.

If you’re at D-Hall, E-Hall or Mrs.
Greens, a classic maneuver is when
somebody cuts in the middle of the
salad line because they “just need
to get some broccoli.” Even though
no one says anything, the frustration
builds up. It’s unacceptable. Wait in
the damn line!

Lesson #5: To all you
couples out there: Save
your handholding for inside
areas with more generous
amounts of space.

Lesson #4: Backpacks
are not people; therefore
they should not occupy
a seat on the bus.

Couples around campus engage
in a fair share of tomfoolery. Some
couples tend to hold hands in tight
spaces such as walking up and down
steps, particularly in the library. This
inconsiderate form of PDA forces the
two people to take up both lanes on
the steps and block both the up-route
and the down-route. I would prefer
not to play red rover with interlocked
couples while I’m walking up or down
the library’s steps.

If you suffer from anthrophobia (the
fear of people), you’ll need to suck it
up and let someone sit next to you.
Maybe the hot girl who cut the salad
line will sit next to you and spark up a
conversation.
Buses have their fair share of people
who carelessly create a more crowded
experience for everyone. When students are trying to get across campus

here as a student and employee.
From an alum who has to say
goodbye now and will miss you all.
A “thank-you” pat to JMU for
giving me the best four years of
my life.
From a graduating senior who is
sad to see it end, but will be proud
to buy out the alumni section of the
bookstore.
A “THE-University-ofVirginia” pat to the JMU Hellfish
Frisbee team for tearing it up
at sectionals tournament two
weekends ago to become best in
state.
From a Hellfish who loved
filming the championship match
against the University of Virginia
whom we crushed -.
A “double-thank-you-forchanging-my-life” pat to JMU
and Phi Sigma Pi for giving me the
opportunity to meet the friendliest
and most inspirational people I
have in my life.
From a soon-to-be-alumna
who doesn’t know what she’ll do
without her brothers and fellow
Dukes in “the real world”.
A “you-make-me-smile” pat
to the custodian in Jackson Hall
who greets everybody who walks
in the door with a huge grin and a
“hello” daily, but fails to mention
that he works two jobs every day to

Lesson #6: Please do

support his family.
From a senior who hopes more
students recognize people behind
the scenes that make our lives at
JMU so much better.
A “JMU-bucket-list” pat to The
Breeze for helping fulfill a final
wish of making the Darts & Pats
section.
From a senior who waited
entirely too long to cross it off, but
better late than never.
An “I-don’t-know-why-myheart-races-when-I-see-you”
pat to the guy I used to make eye
contact with in Carrier, but haven’t
seen in a while.
From the other set of eyes
that hope they instill the same
incomprehensible, affinity-like
feelings.
A “beans-beans-the-musicalfruit” pat to the women’s club
soccer team for lightening the
mood in ECL with a farting
machine.
From a studying nursing major
who who needed the laugh.
A “what-would-I-do-withoutyou” pat to my amazing boyfriend
who woke up at : a.m. to take me
to school when I missed the bus on
his day off.
From a woman isn’t sure how
she found you but is sure to never let
you go.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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not let me or others hear
you thanking a professor
for giving you and your
fellow peers an exam.
I’m going to nitpick harder than
usual for sweet No. . This week, I was
sitting in class waiting for my professor
to hand out our last test of the semester. As he was passing out a stack of
tests to the first person in each row,
the woman next to me grabbed the test
and replied with a “thank you.” Thank
you? Thank you for what? Giving us
that pointless third test of the semester
right before we have to take the final
exam five days from now? Just take the
test from him or her, draw your favorite shape on the Scantron and pray
that there will be a curve.
So, unlike me, if you see or hear
something, don’t be afraid to let out
your inner Larry David and actually
tell them how you feel — in an appropriate manner, of course.
Thomas Carannante is a senior
political science and SMAD
double major. Contact Thomas at
carannta@dukes.jmu.edu.

An “I-heard-that!” pat to the
football player listening to “Call
Me Maybe” on his iPod ... on high
volume.
From two senior women who
were having crappy days until that
moment.
A “you-don’t-know-you’rebeautiful” pat to the woman in
the red jacket who’s got that one
thing.
From your One Direction boys
and Shindig girls who can’t believe
you’re graduating.
An “I-owe-you” pat to the girl in
Festival who paid for the rest of my
food because I was out of Dining
Dollars and FLEX.
From a woman who was in
desperate need of Sunday brunch
and knows that JMU is so awesome
because of people like you!
A “that-was-a-close-one” pat
to the maintenance worker by
Warren Hall who saved newborn
bunnies from the lawn mower.
From a bunny lover who would
have been devastated if the big
mean machine hurt them.
A “the-best-is-yet-to-come”
pat to JMU for the last five years of
my life.
From a fifth-year senior who is
just going to go for it, run toward it,
dive in headfirst and live life with
no regret.

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason
and humanity over error and oppression.”
— james madison, 
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After The Avengers assemble, The
Dark Knight Rises and Battleships are
sunk ...

The Breeze will return August 27
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‘Making the grade’ series continues.
meet the final professors
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Progressive planting
Students, faculty push for a greener campus — both literally and figuratively
By Seana McCroddan
contributing writer

Ten years ago, there wasn’t any initiative to move JMU
in a greener direction.
The push for a sustainable campus began when President Linwood Rose encouraged an “environmentally
literate community” in his 2009 faculty speech.
The approval of on-campus gardens has stemmed
from Rose’s announcement and the inaugural planting
of the Arboretum garden. Since then, there’s been heavy
involvement from students and ISAT faculty.
The first on-campus garden, on the third-floor patio
outside of ISAT, started on a whim in the summer of 2009.
It has since transformed from a pile of weeds and container pots into a patio garden.
Julia Ennis, a senior ISAT major, has been working on
the garden for her senior thesis. She’s using biochar, an
experimental nutrient-filled soil made from charcoal, for
some of the beds. She’s also hoping to start a compost
system.

ISAT professors care for the herbs and vegetables on
the patio. The professors are hoping to get more student
involvement in the future.
“I think we’ve been hoodwinked as a society since
World War II into thinking that the supermarket was as
good a place to get food as your backyard, along with
the expansion of the economy and this kind of general
optimism that big is better,” said Wayne Teel, an ISAT
professor. “Now we’re beginning to get it back.”
Over the hill, across from the intersection of University Boulevard and Carrier Drive, sits a second garden:
the Arboretum’s four-tiered, 400 square-foot herb plot.
One tier is designated for herbs with distinctive texture
and smell, another for medicinal herbs, a third for plants
from medieval times and the fourth for culinary plants.
Passersby are encouraged to pick, smell and taste herbs
like chives, thyme, rosemary and lavender. It’s a big location with a lot of plants, so upkeep has been difficult.
“We need more volunteers,” said Jan Mahon, director of the Arboretum. “It’s a lot more work than anybody
thinks.”

The garden has recently become a space for E-Hall
chefs to plant and pick fresh herbs.
“It’s got a kick to it when you eat the spice fresh,” Teel
said. “Your tongue kind of rolls over and says, ‘I’m coming back for seconds.’ ”
A group of five students, including seniors Julianne
Decker and Karley Kranich, have written a proposal to
build a new garden behind E-Hall, facing University
Boulevard.
“If we end up getting the proposal, I would probably
cry,” Kranich said. “It’s been a lot of work.”
Decker is also working on converting Let’s Go into
an all-local dining facility with seasonal menus.
Teel emphasizes gardening as a completely out-ofthe-classroom learning experience.
“You can’t teach anybody this kind of stuff if you don’t
have a place to do it,” Teel said. “You can’t do it on paper.
Broccoli does not grow in a book — it’s got to have soil.”
Contact Seana McCroddan at
mccrodsm@dukes.jmu.edu.

megan trindell / the breeze

Flowers are in full spring bloom at the student- and faculty-run garden on the third-floor patio outside of ISAT. The garden was built in the summer of 2009 after a green-initiative speech from President Linwood Rose.

Full sail ahead

Librarian Jonathan Paulo to participate in
‘Semester at Sea’ program

From the page to the stage
‘Bat Boy: The Musical’ brings together rock music, fantastical set
By Kelsey Nunn
The Breeze

brian prescott / the breeze

Jonathan Paulo, Carrier Library’s education librarian, will journey this fall on the MV
Explorer, a 590-foot passenger ship, with more than 500 students.
By Beth Wertz
The Breeze

This fall, one JMU librarian will step
out of the library to set sail toward the
places he’s only read about in books.
Jonathan Paulo, the education librarian in Carrier Library, will embark on a
“Semester at Sea” from Aug. 23 to Dec.
7. Organized by the University of Virginia, Semester at Sea acts largely like a
college campus — but on a ship.
The MV Explorer, a 590-foot passenger ship, is equipped to carry
more than 800 passengers. With
nine state-of-the-art classrooms that
include overhead projectors, closecircuit televisions, wireless Internet
access, a multi-media lab, pool and
three dining decks, the ship’s a floating campus.
During Semester at Sea, roughly 500-700 students from across the
country spend a semester on a ship,
with the opportunity to take a variety
of classes, including art, anthropology, biology, economics and urban
planning. There’s a full faculty to teach
classes for transferable credit from
U.Va., along with a full staff, including Paulo, to recreate everything that
would be present on a college campus.
During the semester, the ship stops at
different countries around the world to
learn about their culture.
Paulo’s voyage will stop at 14 countries, including Ireland, Spain, Ghana,
South Africa, Portugal and Brazil.
“I felt that if I wanted to experience

the world and see new things, I needed to go out of the country,” Paulo said.
“But I thought maybe one day I’d go to
one country, and now, all of a sudden, I
have the opportunity to go to 14.”
Although Paulo has traveled before,
his goal is to visit more than “just the
beautiful spots.”
“I want to see slave castles, townships and orphanages,” Paulo said.
Paulo is one of two librarians (The
other’s from U.Va.) chosen to travel to
help manage a library of about 8,000
books. In exchange, Paulo gets to go for
free, along with a stipend payment at
the end of the voyage.
“Having a librarian from JMU at
Semester at Sea raises the profile of
the university, and it supports JMU’s
values of diversity and cultural awareness,” said Elizabeth Haworth, director
of public services.
Erika Peterson, director of media
resources, was one collegue to recommend Paulo for the trip.
“Jonathan is both committed to
excellent service and student learning, but able to roll with the punches,”
Peterson said.
Of the experience as a whole, Paulo
is expecting to see a change within himself after seeing how other cultures live.
“This will be life-changing, and
I’m excited about that,” Paulo said. “I
think I’ll come back transformed and
more aware of the world around me.”
Contact Beth Wertz at
wertz2em@dukes.jmu.edu.

A character who’s half boy/half
bat is only the beginning of the
untraditional aspects in Forbes’ latest production.
“Bat Boy: The Muscial,” which
premiered last night at the Forbes
Center for the Performing Arts studio theatre, will run through the
weekend.
The lighting team created a comic
book effect by projecting red, blue
and yellow squares of glass on stage.
The multiple levels of the set allow
scenes to be stacked, creating layers
of continuous action.
During the last week of rehearsals,
costuming gave characters a final,
unifying touch. The scheming Dr.
Parker wears red, while the moral
characters don blue, emphasizing the
fantastic nature of the show.

Bat Boy: The
Musical
When Thursday to Sunday
at 8 p.m., with a matinee
Saturday at 2 p.m.
Price $8 general admission.
Advance tickets can be purchased
online, by phone or in person
at the Forbes Center box office
(Mon.–Fri., 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.)

First-time student director Frankie
Dailey, a senior theatre and dance
major, explains that the musical uses
the 1992 Weekly World News tabloid
story as the starting point for the plot
and continues further into Bat Boy’s
life. The musical follows a group of
children on the hunt for Bat Boy,
played by Andrew Trego, a senior theatre and dance major. When the half
boy/half bat creature is discovered in
a cave, the children kidnap him and
bring him to local veterinarian, Dr.
Parker. Parker’s wife, Meredith, forms
an instant bond with Bat Boy that
Parker abuses for his sinister plans.
Trego admits playing Bat Boy had
its share of challenges.
“I have to be this bat who’s just sitting there, so I focused a lot of time
just watching [other characters’]
mouths and facial expressions,” Trego
said.

ashley grisham / the breeze

Andrew Trego, a senior theatre and dance major, performs as Bat Boy.

Original playwrights Keythe Farley and Brian Flemming adapted the
sensationalized exposé for the stage
as a campy, modern folk tale told as
a rock musical which ran off-Broadway in 2001.
“In my four years here, we’re the
first musical to actually have a rock
band: electric guitar, bass, keyboard
and drum set,” Dailey said.
The eight ensemble members
take on a variety of roles, both individually and collectively. The cast
admitted that the rock-musical style
created both an opportunity and a
challenge.
Jessica Ice, a sophomore theatre
and dance major, said that her training as a classical dancer made the

rock music a challenging style to
grasp.
“It’s just so different from standard musical theatre,” Ice said.
“Coming from a dance background,
rock singing was a little different.”
Cast and crew have been working on the production since the end
of February when JMU’s mainstage
musical, “Sweeney Todd,” wrapped
up.
“I think we really pulled through
to have a solid little nugget of a
product left at the end,” Dailey
said. “It’s a nice show. I’m proud
of the work that has gone into it.”
Contact Kelsey Nunn at
nunnkm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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album review

princeton review series

Jack White album blunderless

Chem enthusiast finds
humor in science

By Jack Knetemann
The Breeze

Snarky comments have
followed the release of Jack
White’s first solo record, with
many claiming that every
White Stripes album is a Jack
White solo album.
White has long been the
most famous member of an
ensemble, from the White
Stripes to the Raconteurs and
Death Weather. His depth of
experience and magnetizing
presence have led every band
he’s worked with fall under
his aesthetic shadow. Despite
moving from project to
project, there’s a strong feeling
that every listener knows who
White is.
“Blunderbuss” finds
White using his usual blues
and country influences in a
more personalized way than

past projects. It’s the most
definitive statement of White
as a musician. It may not be as
carnal or thrilling as the early
White Stripes efforts, but an
unburdened White brings all
his influences to the forefront.
Jack White

Blunderbuss

Released April 24

The title track
“Blunderbuss” fuses pedal
steel and fiddle to create a
strong alternative country
feel, while “Freedom at 21”
features vocals recalling 1980s
hip-hop. Each song draws
from a different influence of
White’s, but not disjointedly.
The album retains singularity
because White isn’t trying on
different genres for size, but
fashioning it into one whole.
Collaborations often

run the risk of the artists’
styles fighting for inclusion
without melding into one.
“Blunderbuss” has no stylistic
conflicts to resolve. This
freedom isn’t used to indulge
in a hodgepodge of musical
styles like other solo records.
Instead, “Blunderbuss” is
the sound of White mining
Americana and blue.
By centering the music
completely around himself,
White is able to streamline his
contrasting influences.
“Hip (Eponymous) Poor
Boy” combines waltz and
vaudeville boogie effortlessly.
Though most of the
album’s inspirations
come from the mid-20th
century, “Blunderbuss” isn’t
regressive. His guitar work
on “Blunderbuss” is at its
best with the artificially highpitched guitar solos that mark
“Sixteen Saltines” and “I’m

Shakin’.”
Still, there are times where
White feels a bit lonely. The
drums on “Blunderbuss”
lack the personality of an
established drummer, instead
taking on the role of support.
Luckily, White knows how to
push a rhythm section. The
strength of “Blunderbuss”
is in its rhythmic drive. The
power of White is on full
display on lead single “Love
Interruption,” which manages
to swing with an acoustic
guitar in lieu of percussion.
“Blunderbuss” is a
masterful union of White’s
varying backgrounds.
He manages to take his
influences of blues, country,
garage rock and jazz and mold
them into a style all his own.
Contact Jack
Knetemann at knetemjw@
dukes.jmu.edu.

James McHone Jewelry

DIAMOND OF THE WEEK

thing you did as a
20-something? Not sure

By Sandy Jolles
The Breeze

Recognized this year by The
Princeton Review as one of
the top 300 educators in the
country, Scott Lewis began
teaching at JMU in 1999. He
completed his undergraduate
studies at Northern Arizona
University and graduate
work at the University of
Washington. The chemistry
professor teaches organic
chemistry lecture and labs
and also works with the
Harrisonburg Fire Department
as the hazardous materials
officer.

This Week $8,500
All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

What’s the best part
about teaching? I enjoy

What was your
response to being
named one of the
country’s 300 best
professors? I am honored

to be in such great company.
My chemistry colleagues are
fantastic, hard-working and
fun to be with. Any number
of them could easily have
been selected as well.

Do you have any
classroom quirks? I

Platinum 1920’s “W.C. Ball & Co” Diamond Ring
Center Diamond GIA CERTIFIED 1.24cts.
Color J, Clarity VVSI, and Cut Very Good

it was the coolest thing, but
this was the loudest thing I
did. While in graduate school,
I inherited a flask full of
sodium potassium alloy. It’s
a mixture of the two metals
that stays liquid at room
temperature. You also should
know that it’s very reactive
with water. One night, really
about 2 a.m., a bunch of us
grad students decided to play
with it in the large fountain
out in front of the chemistry
building. When it hit the
water, it made the loudest
boom I’ve ever heard. I was
pretty sure we had broken
windows on the building,
so we left. Luckily for us, we
actually didn’t break any
university windows.

like to tell little jokes about
chemistry when I can. For
instance, when discussing
osmium tetroxide, I say that
if you’re not careful with it,
it’s harmful. First, it plates the
osmium out on the retinas of
your eyes and you go blind.
Then, you die from it. But at
least you didn’t see it coming.
Students always laugh at that
— not sure why.

What’s your funniest
teaching memory? Each

year, one of the chemistry
clubs does a fundraiser for
Relay for Life. It’s called “Pie
a Professor.” The faculty
member that gets the most
money in their jar gets a pie
in the face from a student. I
have been on the receiving
end of that several times
over the years. At the event,
students get to bid for the
honor of throwing the pie.
One year a student still in
my class won the right to
hit me with the pie. She just
said about 10 times, “please
don’t flunk me,” closed her
eyes and let me have it. The
look on her face as I was
clearing out my eyes was,
as MasterCard would say,
“Priceless.”

What’s the coolest

watching students transform
during the year-long organic
chemistry course. They come
in very timid in August due
to the reputation organic
chemistry has as a hard class.
They leave in May full of
confidence and knowing they
have accomplished much
more than they ever thought
they could. Second, I really
enjoy the top-notch people
I get to work with every day.
They make this a great and
exciting place to work.

What personal
academic projects are
you working on? My

research interests are in
the synthesis of fluorinesubstituted benzene rings.
This is generally a difficult,
multi-step process. It’s hard
enough that it is never even
taught to students taking the
year of organic chemistry.
These type of compounds
tend to be rare in nature as
well, with only 13 known
natural organic molecules
containing a fluorine atom.
However, fluorine-containing
compounds tend to make
great anti-bacterial, antifungal, pesticide/herbicide
type compounds. Since
nature will not make these
kinds of compounds for us to
harvest, their synthesis is very
important.

What are your
hobbies? I like to work in

my yard and consider myself
a very poor landscaper. I also
enjoy target shooting with
friends. Cops are cool to have
as friends, as they have lots of
fun stuff to shoot with.

Contact Sandy Jolles at
jollessm@dukes.jmu.edu.

We Pay Cash for Scrap
Metal and More!

(540) 908-3902
Dukes Plaza
2173 S. Main St.
Harrisongburg, VA, 22801
www.recyclemanagementllc.net

We Dig the Dukes!

Your ad
here!

This
ad space
could be
yours!

No Jobs?
		

Make Jobs

Join other Dukes in a

new economy.

email: rudminjd@jmu.edu

Sports

GET 0FF THE BENCH.
JOIN OUR 2012 TEAM.

EDITORS Carleigh Davis & Meaghan MacDonald EMAIL breezesports@gmail.com

CHASE KIDDY

fanatic and proud

| column

Summer
predictions

Email us at breezesports@gmail.com.
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TAGGED OUT ... again
Mid-week loss to Liberty pushes Dukes’ season loss total to 27

Recent events leave
room for questions
This time last year, I was a
hopelessly lost biology major
with a rather
demanding
sports
obsession. To
be frank, all
the studying
was getting
in the way
of watching
football.
I’ve been fortunate enough this
past year to be given a forum to talk
— about a variety of sports-related
issues that I care way too deeply
about. I’d like to thank everyone
for reading my highly opinionated
jargon, and I can’t wait to do it all
again next year.
In the spirit of our rapidly
approaching hiatus, here are the
five things I can’t wait to watch
unfold over summer break:

1. Seth Greenberg drama

There is no love lost between
us good ol’ West Virginia boys
and that sports team down in
Blacksburg. So anything that
involves a train wreck of an
impromptu press conference is
comedic value of the highest order
for me. But to be honest, I kind
of feel bad for Seth Greenberg,
who was fired Monday afternoon.
As mediocre as the Virginia
Tech basketball team has been
over his nine-year tenure — one
NCAA tournament appearance
in nine years — Greenberg has
substantially made that program
better. He’s been an obedient
dog for almost an entire decade,
but according to ESPN reports,
Greenberg was notified of
his impending termination a
whopping two-and-a-half hours
before Tech’s hastily assembled
press conference. Tech’s athletic
director had already decided not
to retain Greenberg when his
coaching contract ran out — fine.
But poorly executed.
More importantly, there’s
practically no staff left to run the
basketball team. Who will Tech
hire this late in the standard issue
coaching carousel? And where will
Greenberg end up?

2. The Washington
Nationals

Wait, Washington has a baseball
team? Yeah, it’s true. Not only does
it have a baseball team, but it’s got
a pretty good one at that. As I’m
writing this, the Nats are off to a
franchise-best - start. What’s
even more interesting is that their
club earned run average is among
the league’s best in a division that
doesn’t have a lot of power hitting.
It’s way too early for speculating,
but could the Nationals actually
make the playoffs? If they can
outpitch the Phillies consistently,
they have a very real shot at the
postseason.

3. NHL playoffs

I’ll be honest, it’s hard to keep
up with the NHL regular season
when I’m so invested in college
basketball. But by the time the
Stanley Cup playoffs roll around,
I’m fully invested in -pound
Canadians beating the mess out
of each other. In that regard, these
playoffs haven’t disappointed. I’m
not the only one enjoying NBC
Sports’ new cash cow either: The
playoffs’ ratings are way up from
previous years. I don’t know if
it’s the high quality of the games,
the effort levels or the unfettered
violence (It’s the violence). But for
whatever reason, these playoffs
have been incredible, and people
can’t stop watching.
I’m rooting for the Caps to win
game seven up in Boston and move
on, but even if they don’t, I’m going
to keep watching intently. These
playoffs have been incredible.
P.S. For my money, the St. Louis
Blues will win the Stanley Cup.

4. Can LeBron finally
put a ring on it?

If you call yourself an NBA fan,
you want to see what the Miami
Heat is going to do in the playoffs
this year. Period. We as a basketball
society have been moving toward
this moment for months now, and
it’s finally here.
There’s really not that much to
say: LeBron James and company
see SUMMER, page 10

BECKY SULLIVAN / THE BREEZE

Freshman third baseman Chad Carroll slides into home plate without earning a run in Tuesday’s game. Liberty scored 12 runs against the Dukes.
By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze

Embarrassing.
That’s how head coach Spanky McFarland described Tuesday’s - loss to Liberty
University.
“I thought we kind of tossed in the towel, very
embarrassing,” McFarland said. “That won’t
happen again. I can guarantee you that.”
The game marked the Dukes’ ninth straight

mid-week and non-conference loss. The last
non-conference win came on March  when
JMU finished a three-game sweep of Lafayette
University at home.
“That’s the first time all year I thought we
didn’t play hard, play smart and that’s disappointing,” McFarland said.
The Flames’ run production was consistent the whole game. Four separate two-run
innings gave Liberty the win.
“I think kind of just lackadaisical,” said first

baseman Ty McFarland. “We had a long week
and played a lot of innings. I think we were just
a little beat up from that.”
Liberty won the season series -, and outscored the Dukes -. The Flames’ strong and
consistent pitching held JMU to a total of  hits
over the three games, while Liberty had  hits
Tuesday.
Before the  season, the Dukes had
see BASEBALL, page 10

MEET THE PLAYER

SOFTBALL

Next to take the throne
Freshman pitcher outshines veteran competition

By MEAGHAN MACDONALD
The Breeze

Throwing a one-hit shutout game
is impressive. Doing it as a freshman
in your first collegiate season is even
more so.
Heather Kiefer threw that well
against Delaware on April .
Because of her pitching success,
she has won the CAA Rookie of the
Week award twice and became the
first Duke since  to be named the
conference’s Pitcher of the Week. On
the year, Kiefer has thrown  complete games, and her . earned run
average is the lowest on the team.
“Obviously it’s always an honor to
get awards,” Kiefer said, “but I can’t
do it without my teammates. Especially as a pitcher they have my back
the entire time. If they weren’t there
I couldn’t do it without them.”
Kiefer started playing T-ball when
she was five years old because she
wanted to emulate her baseball-playing older brother. She began playing
softball when she was seven and
never stopped.
“I just fell in love with the game at
a real young age,” Kiefer said.
Love and passion for baseball runs
in Kiefer’s family. Several of the male
members played the sport when
they were younger.
“My uncle played in college and
was drafted, and it’s always been a
cultural family thing,” she said.
In T-ball and early on in softball,
Kiefer experimented with different
positions before she found her true
calling.
“I wanted to be a pitcher since I
was very little,” Kiefer said. “I used
to take [my mom] out to the field
and make her catch me ... and she
got me a pitching coach when I was
young, and we just kind of went
with it.”
Before Kiefer came to JMU,
see SOFTBALL, page 11

COURTESY OF JMU ATHLETICS

Patrick Toohers
freshman pitcher
By Emmie Cleveland | The Breeze
Freshman pitcher Patrick Toohers has
made a name for himself this season.
Originally from Florham Park, N.J., he
was recently named CAA pitcher of the
Week after he picked up a win for the
Dukes on Friday. He also has the lowest
earned run average on the team, with
3.91.

What do you feel you’re doing
that’s allowing you to have
such success? Basically what I’m

trying to do is just throw strikes and
get ahead of batters — mix up pitches
to get them off balance. I don’t strike
a lot of guys out so I really rely on my
defense to make the plays for me.

You came on the team as a
recruited walk-on. Are you
at all surprised about the
opportunity you’ve gotten this
season to be a starting pitcher?
I’m very happy for the opportunity. I
just came into this year hoping to play
a little bit, and I’ve kind of fallen into
this position of pitching on Fridays.

Do you have any superstitions
or pre-game rituals? I do
listen to the same music before
every game — kind of try to
wear the same undershirts and
just little stuff like that.

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

Freshman pitcher Heather Kiefer winds up in Friday’s game against
Hofstra. She currently has an earned run average of 1.97.

If you could play any other
sport at JMU what would it
be and why? Either football or

basketball. I don’t know why. I’ve just
always wanted to play football.
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BASEBALL | Dukes in 9th place

becky sullivan / the breeze

The team looks on as they dropped its 14th non-conference loss on Tuesday. The Dukes are 13-27-1 overall.
from page 9

won nine of the last 10
meetings.
Nonetheless, McFarland
wasn’t happy with his team’s
effort on Tuesday.
“You know what our situation is,” Spanky said. “We have
to do well on the weekends,
but that still doesn’t mean you
don’t bust your butt during
the mid-week games. It shows
our lack of depth. It shows that
we’ve tried to rest some guys.”
The Dukes (13-27-1, 8-13
CAA) find themselves in the
ninth spot in the CAA standings, three spots away from a

CAA Tournament berth. No. 6
Georgia State, No. 7 William &
Mary and No. 8 Virginia Commonwealth all sit ahead of JMU.
JMU is still contending for
a tournament spot, with nine
more conference game — six
of which are at home.
This weekend, the Dukes
will host George Mason (27-15,
13-8 CAA) before hosting VCU
on May 11-13 and ending the
season at Towson (20-20, 10-8
CAA) on May 17-19.
More so than ever, the
Dukes look to buckle down
and focus on a CAA Tournament spot.
“It’s huge this weekend, so

we’ll be resting up all of our
best guys and getting them
ready to play some weekend
magic,” Spanky said. “We just
have to win on the weekends,
and that’s the bottom line. If
we take care of business, then
we’re in. If we don’t, then we
have to rely on someone else,
and obviously you don’t want
to rely on someone else.”
This weekend’s series against
the Patriots begins Friday at
6:30 p.m., Saturday night at
6:30 p.m. and wrap up the
series on Sunday at 2 p.m.
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffijs@dukes.jmu.edu.

summer | Full of controversy
from page 9

promised not three, not four,
not five championships. Will
they get their first?

1. The American
League East race

This is the crowning jewel
of my summer. There are
so many things going on.
The Yankees are off to a fast

start, but can they sustain
it throughout the entire
season? Will the Boston
mess ever turn itself around?
Could Bobby Valentine
really be on the hot seat
already? How long will my
Orioles’ typically good start
last before their inevitable
tank? Will they actually finish
above the Jays? Can the Rays
grab another wildcard bid in

a hypercompetitive American
League? Will Boston fans kill
themselves before the allstart break? Will the world
explode from the sheer
epicness of this one division
of baseball?
I don’t know, but I can’t
wait to find out.
Contact Chase Kiddy at
kiddyca@dukes.jmu.edu.

JMU FOOTBALL COUNTDOWN : 127 days.
Be prepared. @TheBreezeSports.

Treat yourself.
3 course

steak dinner

Only $11.99

Congratulations
& Best Wishes to the Class of

2012!

Visit Our Website to View Our Full Weekly Ad! (Prices Valid Through 5.8.12)

$3.99

4/$5.00

“Your Choice”
Dasani or
Deer Park
24 Pk
(16.9 oz bottles)

Dr. Pepper or Mt.Dew
(2 liters)

$1.00
Ice
(10lb)

(Also includes: A&W, 7 Up,
Sunkist, & Canada Dry)

2/$3.00
Swiss Chip Dip
(12 oz) or
Shoppers Value
Potato Chips
(9oz)

Red Front can help with your Graduation Celebration!
Cakes, deli & party trays, Hallmark cards and themed partyware available!
*Valid 2011-2012 School Year. Excludes Special Orders,
Catering, Delivery Orders and Gift Cards
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softball | ‘It helps if the batter thinks you’re a little bit crazy’
from page 9

she proved to be a star pitcher
at Potomac Falls High School,
leaving a lasting impression
on the softball program.
Playing for a Division I
softball team was daunting
at first for Kiefer. The pace of
the game is faster, and she
had to learn quickly how to
adjust. Kiefer credits her calm

attitude and successes to her
mental strength.
“I try to block everything
out and just play my game,”
Kiefer said. “I go into every
game same outlook. No one
team is better than another
to me, everything’s just stable
to me .”
Kiefer’s teammates appreciate her energetic vibe.
“Heather is awesome to

catch,” said junior catcher
Megan Shinaberry. “She is
easy to communicate with
and improves when criticized.
She has great work ethic and
composure.”
Head coach Katie Flynn
also commends Kiefer on
her consistency and team
presence.
“She is a gutsy competitor
and works extremely hard on

Kiefer’s season
statistics
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

ERA: 1.97
Win-Loss: 10-5
Appearances: 24 out of 47
Games started: 16
Games completed: 11
Innings pitched: 110.1
Hits: 95
Runs: 43
Walks: 34

her game,” Flynn said. “She
has been mentally tough and
continues to get smarter and
stronger week to week on the
mound.”
Kiefer still has three years
left to show off her talents
and impress the softball community. She looks forward
to the future competition
and will continue to play
strongly. Kiefer has idolized

11

hall fo fame pitcher Nolan
Ryan her entire life and uses
one of his more memorable quotes as a guideline to
how she faces her batters
and intimidate her opponents: “It helps if the batter
thinks you’re a little bit crazy.”
Contact Meaghan
MacDonald at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Don’t just watch football. Write about it. Join our fall staff. Email breezesports@gmail.com.

12   Thursday, April 26, 2012

breezejmu.org

Outstanding Graduates
2011-2012

Welcome to our team.

COMMUNICATION SCIENCES &
DISORDERS

Elayna Kolbrenner, CSD Senior Scholar
Kristin Flora, Outstanding Senior in CSD
Allison McGrath, CSD Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Research
Megan Klingenberg, Sarah Elizabeth Runyan Service Award

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Class of 2012 new hire
> Douglas Schwab

Summer interns
> Jessica Gundry
> Andrew Roesener
> Matt Stonehill

Zaid Kokaja Zada, Kathleen Lazo, Michael Maurer, Computer Science Exceptional Graduates
Timothy Bauman, Ryan Farrell, Michael
Harpe, Zaid Kokaja Zada, Kathleen Lazo,
Michael Maurer, Computer Science Special
Awards
Timothy Bauman, Bernabas Dagnachew,
Andrew Frye, Michael Harpe, Benjamin
Kelley, Margaret Lantz, David Moran,
Eric Mingo Jr., Computer Science Distinguished Graduates

HEALTH SCIENCES

Baker Tilly
congratulates
our graduating
2012 new hire and is
excited to welcome our
summer interns.
Offering careers with interesting and
challenging opportunities is what makes us one
of the nation’s top accounting and advisory firms.
Giving you the chance to become an exceptional leader
is what sets us apart.
Connect with us: bakertilly.com

© 2012 Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP.
Baker Tilly refers to Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP, an independently owned and managed member of Baker Tilly International.

Chloe Lynn Mogul, David Vincelette,
Malcolm Tenney Award
Andrew Bennett, John D. Kraus HSA
Award
Lindsay Sankovsky, Dorothy Rowe Dietetic
Award
Erin Shehane, Minnie Christiansen-Margaret Miner Award
Erica Orange, American Association for
Health Education Undergraduate Major of
the Year Award
Roxanne Rohr, Outstanding Student Award
in Health Assessment and Promotion
Larissa Porter, Aimee Gunnoe Outstanding
Athletic Training Student Award
Samantha Charters, Sports Medicine
Director’s Award

INTEGRATED SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

Andrew Knoll, Outstanding ISAT Student
Julieanne Decker, Jessica Taylor, ISAT
Academic Excellence Awards
Kettie Holland, Best ISAT Honors Thesis
Andrew Knoll, Spirit of ISAT Award
Mary Dickinson, ISAT Integration Award
Sean Hallett, Kettie Holland, James
Schavel, Community Impact Award
Kevin McMillan, Geographic Science
Scholar
Stefan McFayden, National Council for
Geographic Education Award

KINESIOLOGY

Daniel Baur, Marilyn Crawford Graduate
Scholarship
Erin Albert, Outstanding Major Exercise
Science
Matt Wilson, Outstanding Major PHETE
Nikki Peros, NASPE and Sinclair Award
Jessica Zozos, Althea Loose Johnston
Award Scholarship
Katherine Gorman, Alisa Konishi, Bruce
Crawford Morrison Rummel Scholarships

NURSING

Miriam Daoud, Lauren Harrow, Victoria
Alcantara Outstanding Student Award
Emily Bowen, Lisa Musto, RMH Dake
Award for Clinical Excellence
Sarah Al-Haj, Peter Gardella, Outstanding
Senior Peer Award
Stephanie Glass, Jessica Stafford, Merck
Scholar
Katie Shaver, WSH Award for Clinical
Excellence
Miriam Daoud, Julie Penfield, NSA Award
Miriam Daoud, Virginia Student Nurse of
the Year

PSYCHOLOGY

Haley Mertins, Eileen Nelson Award for
Excellence
Ryan Van Patten, Jerry O. Haynes Outstanding Senior in Psychology
Jaqueline Belhumeur, Alec Bernstein,
Distinguished Service in Psychology
Kendra Burek, Kristen Smith, Outstanding
Achievement in Research
Megan Arnold, James O. Benedict Senior
Teaching Award
Stefani Schaper, Outstanding Performance
in Field Placement
Haley Mertins, Outstanding Peer Advisor
Megan Arnold, Casey Mitschele Dorsey
Award for Excellence in Psychology

SOCIAL WORK

Jennifer Dixon, Social Work Academic
Scholar
Theresa Ruggiero, Mary Theresa Pruchnic
Outstanding Senior Award
Alexandra Cornell, Soul of Social Work
Award
Theresa Ruggiero, 2011-2012 Bradfield
Social Work Scholarship
Teneisha Bailey, Katherine McManus, 2012
Social Work Scholarship
Sierra Alewine, Kayla Swartz, Lifelong
Learning Scholarship in Gerontology

Congratulations and best wishes to you, and all
our graduates, as your journey continues!!

Classifieds
LOOKING FOR AN
ADVENTURE? Cashiers, Reservationists, Photographers,
and Rock Wall Attendants
needed for seasonal positions
at Massanutten Adventures.
Friendly, enthusiastic, outgoing, well-spoken individuals,
who can multi-task, work in a
fast-paced environment and
enjoy working with the public
are needed. Full and part-time
positions available. Weekends
and holidays required. Previous sales experience helpful,
but not required. Cash handling experience preferred.
Call today to set up your interview! 540-289-4066
CHILD CARE NEEDED for
special needs child in home
Monday - Friday 7am - 6pm.
Email resume to thelopezflores@msn.com.
CAREGIVERS NEEDED TO
SUPERVISE CHILDREN’S
GROUPS ON CAMPUS, May
28-June 3, after 3:40 p.m.
Minimum wage. Call w/ references: 540-810-3631.
LOOKING FOR AN AMAZING SUMMER JOB? Timber
Ridge Camp, a children’s
overnight camp in High View,
WV, still has openings for
counselors including, Water
Skiing, Rifle, Ropes Course
and More. Room and Board
provided, competitive salary’s. Spend the summer doing
the things you love. Apply online at www.trcamps.com

DANCE INSTRUCTOR POSITIONS FOR 2012-2013.
Experience/References required. Call-540-810-3631 or
433-7127
SUMMER NANNY--four
great kids (15, 12, 11 and 11...
girl, boy, girl, boy) need some
additional supervision this
summer. Fun, great hours,
pool time, and more! Call
540-820-5730
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$375:EAST
MARKET ROOM/all utilities
included/MTM/quiet buildi n g /s h a r e k i t c h / b a t h /
owner/agent/Sheridan Real
Estate/433-7325
1127 MTN. VIEW DR. 3
BDROOM TOWN HOUSE,
2.5 bath, washer / dryer,
A/C, walk to JMU. $900
per month. Available July 1.
540-246-6700.

JULY + AUGUST GREENBRIER RESORT NANNY.
Must have experience. Email
bartowjones@gmail.com
NEW MATTRESS SET Twin
$89 Full $99 Queen $109
540-433-0960
3 BDRM, 11/2 BATH TOWNHOUSE, NEAR JMU, Aug.
2012, $975.00. University
Court.
CHECK OUT MERIWETHER
HILLS APARTMENTS. Convenient to JMU, Harrisonburg
Transit, Walmart. $375/per
person for large 2 bed/1 bath
apartment. All utilities included. 10 month lease. Call
434-4300. www.meriwetherhills.com
LARGE 2 BR TOWNHOUSE,
2 blocks from campus, W/D,
Available 6/1/12, $685/mo.,
www.dogwoodcommons.com/
walnut.html (540)433-1569
4BRM/4BA ALL PRIVATECAMPUS VIEW CONDOS
$470.00 furnished and utilities included start 8/15/12
434-7779 Pool and fitness
area

M E E T T H AT S P EC I A L
SOMEONE! Join Now For
Free and Get a Chance to Win
a Free HDTV www.MyCustomMatch.com/js413

WE GET NEWS WITH
A LITTLE HELP
FROM OUR FRIENDS

LIKE
US ON
FACEBOOK

HARRISONBURG

SELF STORAGE

SUMMER
STORAGE
SPECIALS!

Pay For May, June & July —
Get August FREE !
Climate Controlled Units

Close To JMU
Just Past Valley Mall On Right

2557 East Market Street

(540) 432-9657

harrisonburgss@highspeedlink.net
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F R O M H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
TO H I G H E R T R A N S P O R TAT I O N .

���� CHRYSLER 200 SEDAN

���� CHRYSLER 300

2,000

$

0 APR FINANCING 72

CASH

%

A L LO WA N C E(1)

for

+

(3)

mos.

750

$

500

+ $500 CB OOLNLUE GSE CGARSAHD

(2)

OR

+
$

B O N U S C A S H(4)

3,000

$

COLLEGE GRAD

B O N U S C A S H(2)

CASH

A L LO WA N C E

(1)

+

750

$

A L LY

BONUS CASH

(4)

+ $500 CB OOLNLUE GSE CGARSAHD

(2)

��� Excludes ��� Sedan SRT� and ��� LX Sedan. Ends �/��/��. ��� Eligible customers must be a college or recent college graduate and must meet one of the following criteria: graduating in the next � months with any degree, graduated in the last � years
with any degree, or currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program. Residency restrictions apply. Offer available to residents of PA, MD, VA, WV, DE and certain areas within NJ and OH. See dealer for details. Excludes ���� MY SRT models, ��� Limited,
���S, ��� Lux Series. Must take retail delivery from participating dealer by �/�/��. ��� �% APR ﬁnancing for �� months equals $��.�� per month per $�,��� ﬁnanced for well-qualiﬁed buyers with ��% down through Ally Financial. Not all buyers will qualify.
Offer ends �/��/��. ��� When ﬁnanced through Ally Financial. Residency restrictions apply. Offers end �/��/��. Chrysler and Imported from Detroit are trademarks of Chrysler Group LLC.

ADD SOME

LEGENDARY CAPABILITY
RESUME.
TO YOUR

LEASE INCLUDES

500

$

COLLEGE GRAD

BONUS CASH
OFFER ENDS 4/30

2012 COMPASS

2012 WRANGLER 2 DOOR SPORT 4x4
WELL-QUALIFIED LESSEES CAN GET A LEASE FOR ONLY:

$1,500

TOTAL CASH

A L L O WA N C E

(1)

WHEN FINANCED

+

$500

0
$
0
$
0
$

DUE AT SIGNING
DOWN PAYMENT
FIRST MONTH’S PAYMENT

$285 /MO.
FOR 36 MOS.

(3)

COLLEGE GRAD
BONUS CASH

(2)

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT REQUIRED.
TAX, TITLE, AND LICENSE EXTRA.

JEEP.COM
(1) Total cash allowance includes $1,000 consumer cash and $500 bonus cash for well-qualiﬁed buyers when ﬁnanced through Ally Financial. Not all buyers will qualify. Residency
restrictions apply. Must take retail delivery by 4/30/12. (2) Eligible customers must be a college or recent college graduate and must meet one of the following criteria: graduating in
the next 6 months with any degree, graduated in the last 2 years with any degree, or currently enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program. Residency restrictions apply. Offer available to
residents of PA, MD, VA, WV, DE and certain areas within NJ and OH. See dealer for details. Excludes 2012 MY SRT models. Must take retail delivery from participating dealer by 9/4/12.
(3) Jeep Wrangler 2-Door Sport lease offer for well-qualiﬁed lessees based on MSRP example after $500 Lease Cash and $500 College Grad Bonus Cash: total due at signing is $0, which
includes a down payment of $0, ﬁrst month’s payment of $0 with no security deposit required; total monthly payments equal $10,260. Offer requires a dealer contribution. Pay for excess wear
and tear and mileage charge of $ .20/mile for each mile over 36,000 miles. Option to purchase at lease end at a pre-negotiated price plus a $2,500 purchase option fee. Each participating
dealer’s actual terms may vary. Offer through Ally Financial. Not all lessees will qualify. Must take retail delivery by 4/30/12.Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC.
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from

blackboards

to
battlefields
Graduating ROTC students
reminisce about their experiences
at JMU while preparing for their
commision into the U.S. Army.

Cory d’orazio / the breeze

By Ij chan
The Breeze

Gerald Bradner, 19, makes
his way down the street in the
most dangerous city in Iraq.
While conducting a census
during his tour in Ramadi, he
knocked the door of a family’s
house. He never expected to
be invited inside.
“They were just sitting in
the living room and eating
and watching TV,” Bradner
said. “It kind of spoke to
me because in a lot of ways,
these people were not unlike
us. It really highlighted the
point that the people of Iraq
were not our enemy.”
Bradner served in Iraq for
three years fulfilling duties
like this. Then he enrolled
at JMU, and four years later,
the justice studies major
now plans to graduate with
22 fellow Reserve Officer
Training Corps seniors in
May.
After graduation, the
cadets head toward
commission into the U.S.
Army as second lieutenants.
RO TC is a 24-cre dit

elective program that trains
cadets in skills to become
effective leaders in the U.S.
Army.
Senior Stephen
Fessenden, a graduating
cadet, said he’s ready and
excited to advance to his
military career.
“That’s really the only sad
part — leaving your friends,”
the geographic science
major said. “I feel kind of
ready to move on to the
next stage, and we’ve been
preparing for a while, so it’s
kind of cool to actually be
able to practice what we’ve
been learning.”
Post commision,
Fessenden will begin officer
training in Fort Lee, Va. He
will then proceed to his
permanent duty in Fort
Lewis, Wash., in October.
Senior cadet Courtney
Kim appreciates the sense
of community and strong
friendships she’s acquired
through ROTC.
“I realized that on top
of getting a scholarship
and getting friends and
everything, serving your

country is a unique thing,
and I’m excited about that,”
the nursing major said.
Although Kim isn’t
graduating until December
2012, she’s concerned about
losing a support team when
she leaves JMU.
“I’m definitely going to be
nervous once I get to my duty
station and start my nursing
career,” Kim said. “Here
we’ve been ... not babied,
but there’s always been
someone to kind of follow
you around and recheck
your work. But when we get
there, we’re going to be in a
hospital, and we’re going to
have our own set of patients,
and it’ll be kind of surreal at
first, I think.”
Because women aren’t
allowed to fight in the
infantr y, Kim plans to
use her skills to care for
wounded soldiers in Army
hospitals.
Bradner, who came to
JMU unsure of his future
in the militar y, is now
dedicated to becoming an
officer.
“Part of it is a sense of

Robert Boag / the breeze

In November, 130 ROTC members traveled north to Frazier Farm for training exercises that teach
cadets how to react to certain situations mimicking battle, like ambush and movement techniques.

duty,” Bradner said. “I feel
like the Army has done a lot
for me. It put me through
four years of college and
made me a lot of who I am
today. I feel like the least
I can do is give back a few
more years in service.”
Bradner said that

although he will miss JMU,
he’s ready to take his place
in the military.
“I think it’s the realization
that once you become an
officer, you’re placed in
charge of America’s most
prized possession — young
s o n s a n d d a u g h t e r s ,”

Bradner said. “As an officer,
you’re legally and morally
responsible for the safety
and conduct of those under
your command, and that is
an awesome responsibility.”
Contact IJ Chan at
chanij@dukes.jmu.edu
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What are you going to miss the most after

graduation?

“I’ll miss hanging out
on the Quad, pointing
out the freshmen by
the lanyards they wear
on their necks, and
Mrs. Greens for lunch
with all of my business
colleagues.”

“Beside all of the
obvious ones like
friends and all the good
times here, I would
have to say yoga pants.
But really, I became
friends with a couple
of my professors — I’m
going to miss having
them to go to.”
Shelly Smith
hospitality and tourism
management major

Doug Schwab
finance major

“I stayed at JMU for
ISAT. It’s true at any
university that you
develop and make
relationships with so
many people. ISAT has
also prepared me for
the great job options I
have lined up.”

“I’m going to miss the
people who have always
studied with me.
The Showker lab and
library are good for
me to do work. I also
love walking around
campus.”
Yifei Qian
finance and computer information
systems double major

Andrew Pharr
integrated science and technology
major

“Walking through the
Quad in the spring. I
was walking through
the Quad the other
day, and it was so
sad to think I only
have one more day of
classes.”
Heather Fox
communication studies major

“The kind atmosphere.
It’s a really good
community. The people
are so great. I’ll just
miss everything —
college and the Asian
salad from Top Dog.”
Cassandra Neece
media arts and design major
Photos by Alison Parker & Sean Cassidy
Information compiled by Alison Parker
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Fighting for life
An upcoming graduate and mixed martial artist will compete for more than awards. He’s battling for his friends’ lives.
By Neal Hollowell
contributing writer

ryan freeland / the breeze

Senior Herman Brar trains and spars at the Mixed Martial Arts Institute downtown.

Herman Brar is tired of losing people.
The senior nursing major has lost several
good friends, an uncle and his grandmother
this year. But on June 9, he has an opportunity to help save two more loved ones.
Brar, who trains in boxing, muay thai
(kickboxing), wrestling, jiu jitsu (a form
of wrestling) and karate, will be participating in a mixed martial arts tournament
at Spotswood High School. If he wins two
consecutive fights, he receives a professional MMA contract and admission to a
summer camp at the TapOut Ranch in New
Mexico. There, he would train under some
of his MMA idols: Cowboy Serone and Greg
Jackson.
Now, he wants to use the tournament as a
way to help his childhood friends, brothers
Hayden, 20, and Tyler Mustico, 22.
The two suffer from adrenoleukodystrophy, a rare genetic disease that impairs
brain function. Brar said Hayden’s condition has worsened so much that he probably
won’t remember he’s even got a brother.
Brar has been working with the company organizing the competition, Respect
is Earned, and its head, John Price, so that
a portion of ticket sales go directly to their
mother Stacy to help with medical bills.
“She was just hysterical,” said Brar, recalling a phone conversation. “She couldn’t be
any happier.”
The senior hopes this year will go better
than his last attempt in competition. The
reminders of the 2009 title fight of the Virginia-based Brawley Fights League are the
hospital bill, a photograph of his unrecognizably swollen face, and surgical pins
mounted on his apartment walls. Ironically,
the prize, a 20-pound title belt now neglected, lies under a pile of clothing in the corner
of his room. While he took home a victory,
he also took home a broken orbital.
In other words, “I broke my face,” Brar
explained bluntly.
While his goal, a minimum of $10,000, will
only put a small dent in the cost of treatment, he thinks every bit will help. RIE plans

to shuttle the brothers to the tournament
from their home in Richmond. Brar also said
that plans are underway to get Tyler, an avid
MMA fan, in touch with some of his heroes.
In an effort to raise even more money,
Brar has sought other avenues, reaching out
to former employers, family and friends for
donations.
“If I can squeeze a penny out of you, I’m
coming for you,” he jokes before adding
seriously, “For Hayden and Tyler, it’s life or
death.”
Brar spends many of his evenings training and volunteering at the MMA Institute,
his gym in Harrisonburg. It’s small, only
about as big as a typical JMU classroom. Its
walls are covered in teal-tinted protective
cushioning and are lined with discarded
equipment.
“He’s always in the gym, showing whatever techniques he’s brought down,” said Arvin
Terrell, the owner of the MMA Institute.
It’s also here, nearly two to three hours a
day, where Brar perfects the fundamental
skills of his sport.
“If you’re going to step into the cage,
you’re going to want to be prepared in all
aspects of the game,” Brar said.
Joining him at the tournament in June are
six of his gym buddies. They’ve been training together non-stop for the last few weeks.
“It’s hard to train for a fight yourself,” Brar
said. “I’ve been training like a mad man.”
Brar said there are some misconceptions
about MMA, especially concerning the violent nature of the sport and the intimidating
appearance of its participants.
“If you’ve never done it before, and you
watch MMA for the first time, you’re probably going to think it’s like two caged dogs,”
Brar said.
At 6-foot-1 and 155 pounds, the lanky and
good-natured senior hardly fits the stereotype. But perhaps the one aspect he shares
with the misconception is his tenacity.
“In the past year, I’ve lost six people
close to me,” Brar said. “I’m not losing two
more if I can help it.”
Contact Neal Hollowell at
hollownr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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CONGRATS,

GRADS

From your
friends at
For everyone else, we still have

GREAT DEALS

$435

for 2012-2013,

With Rates
starting
at just

Also,we’re STILL waiving

APPLICATION FEES &

restoration fees

SAVE $260

Call for More information
888.472.7404
Follow us Your Way
•1941 Sunchase Drive, Harrisonburg,VA
•Text “sunchase” to 69302
•Twitter.com/sunchasejmu
•Facebook.com/sunchase.at.jmu
•www.Sunchase.net/mobile
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FOUR YEARS in photo
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james lanman / file photo

dan gorin / file photo

robert boag / The Breeze
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1. Junior Sarah Everett, who transferred from Alaska in 2010, often dresses up as James Madison to
honor his legacy. 2. Former U.S. president Jimmy Carter visited JMU to receive the Mahatma Gandhi
Global Nonviolence Award in 2009. 3. Then-redshirt junior linebacker Pat Williams (right) rejoices
after then-sophomore cornerback Leavander Jones defends a pass in the end zone during the Dukes’
unexpected 21-16 win over the Hokies in 2010. 4. Police used rubber bullets and tear gas to disperse
more than 8,000 students during Springfest, a block-party-turned-riot in 2010. 5. After the Dukes’
defeat of Virginia Tech, students celebrated by cheering along the train tracks behind Wayland Hall.
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Congratulations, 2012 Graduates!

THINK

- From your friends, at the Shoppes at Mauzy

first. ACT second! Then shop at the Shoppes at Mauzy for things
you won’t find just anywhere. Gifts, Home Decor and SeasonalItems. And while
you’re at it, let’s THINK SPRING.

•Contemporary
•French Country
•Victorian •Primitives
•Antiques •Lodge
•Western •Vintage
•Arthur Court

Harrisonburg
600 A Univ. Blvd.
540.433.1444

Mauzy

www.shoppesatmauzy.com
Like us on Facebook

Rt. 11 & Exit 257
540.896.9867
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6. Students created a make-shift memorial where freshman Jane Hwang was struck and killed by a bus near Godwin Hall in November the night of the accident. The next night, a vigil was held
to remember the Dukes who had died in 2011. 7. In December 2010, President Linwood Rose announced his retirement after 35 years at JMU. Rose began his JMU career as assistant director of
residence halls in 1975 and became president in 1998. 8. The Class of 2012 as freshmen celebrate the incoming 2008-2009 school year on the Quad in front of an under-construction Forbes Center
for the Performing Arts. 9. JMU weathers the storm during the “snow-pocalypse” of February 2010. 10. Campus went through major expansion over the years. East Campus Dining Hall and Skyline
Dorms were completed in summer 2009, just in time to open for the fall semester. 11. Then-Senator Barack Obama made a campaign stop at JMU, speaking to a packed Convocation Center in 2008.
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SUBMIT
YOUR

DARTS

PATS
To the Opinion Section

breezejmu.org

LIKE US
TO GET MORE OF THE BREEZE
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fall spaces

going fast

receive a
$500 gift card
or new low rates
starting @ $319
scan & like

free Gold's Gym membership • optional utility package
pet friendly beginning fall 2012

close to campus—walk to class + private bedrooms + fully furnished apartments + washer & dryer included + all-inclusive living

jmstudenthousing.com // 540.438.3835 // 869 B Port Republic Rd
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What can you check off?
Jump in
Blue Hole

Find the tunnels
under the Quad

Eat at
Klines

Order
Campus Cookies

Streak the
Quad

Get a Dart or
Pat published

Kiss on the
kissing rock

Take a picture
with the Duke Dog

See a movie
at Grafton

Take a picture
in front of your
freshman dorm

Volunteer
at CHOICES

Take a
random class

Paint the
Festival
lawn rock

Swim in
Newman Lake

Snowboard
or ski at
Massanutten

Meet the real
Duke Dog

Eat at the
Taco Truck

Study
abroad

Pet the
Quad cats

Have a drink
with a professor

Join a random
tour and ask
a question

Use your dog to
pick up someone
on the Quad

Ashley Grisham / The Breeze

Seigle, Duke V, attends a game against Richmond last year. The bulldog debuted at seven months old.
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graduation
EVENTS
April 27
What Alumni Association official induction with the 50th reunion class
Where Alumni Association Centennial Park
When 8 p.m.
DETAILs Candlelighting ceremony with a dessert reception beforehand

May 4-5
WHAT Lunch and dinner specials for graduation families
WHERE Cross Keys Vineyards
DETAILs Lunch and seating — $30
Lunch, seating and regular tasting — $35
Dinner and seating — $45
Dinner, seating and regular tasting — $50
Call 540-234-0505 for more info.

May 4
WHAT First Fridays Downtown
WHERE Downtown Harrisonburg
DETAILS Downtown art walks and open houses. Experience live music,
performing arts and art exhibits. Call 540-801-8779 for more info.
WHAT Graduate student commencement
WHERE The Convocation Center
WHEN 7 p.m. (Graduates must be in line by 6:30 p.m.)

May 5
WHAT Undergraduate student commencement
WHERE Bridgeforth Stadium
WHEN 9 a.m. (Graduates must arrive by 8:30 a.m.)
WHAT Wildflower Weekend
WHERE Shenandoah National Park
DETAILS Bird watching, flower search and hike. Free entrance with a
$15 parking fee. Call 540-989-3500 for more info.
WHAT Graduation Supper
WHERE E-Hall
WHEN Seatings start at noon
DETAILS $32.50 for adults, $16.25 for kids. Advance ticket purchase
required. Call 540-568-4055 for more info.
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